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Classroom Jazz
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Elements 

An integrated first unit in 
music where games, the 
dimensions of music 
(pulse, rhythm, pitch 
etc), singing and playing 
instruments.

Music

Learning to play the 

Three Note Bossa 

and The Five Note 

Swing.

An integrated unit in 

music where games, 

the dimensions of 

music (pulse, rhythm, 

pitch etc), singing and 

playing instruments.

Learning about 

Holst’s  Planets Suite  

and  developing  

composing skills

Learning how to 

read music on a 

music stave 

Machine Music

Exploring cyclic 

musical patterns, 

graphic scores, factory 

and train sounds
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Music

An integrated first unit in 

music where games, the 

dimensions of music 

(pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), 

singing and playing 

instruments are all linked.

How the genre has 

changed over time 

before creating own 

scene.

Learning about 

techniques used in 

movie soundtracks and 

creating own descriptive 

music.

Learning how 

music  helps 

portray the story.

Opportunities to revisit 

staff notation learning 

to play and sing well-

known songs.Opportunities to discover 

and learn about swing-style 

jazz and some of the most 

renowned big band leaders 

of 1930s and 1940s 

America.

Hey, Mr Miller

This Photo by 

Unknown Author 

is licensed under 

CC BY-SA

This Photo by 

Unknown 

Author is 

licensed under 

CC BY

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Glenn_Miller_Orchestra
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://christmasstockimages.com/free/christmas-trees/slides/green_glowing_tree.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Stomp

Ragas

Japanese 
Drumming 

Find Your 
Voice 

African 
Drumming 

Building Bricks
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Music

Learning about how 

music is created from 

unconventional sound 

sources with a focus 

on compositional 

devices.

Learning about 

compositional 

devices and 

improvising.

Learning about 

polyrhythms and 

cyclic patterns.

Participating in a 

workshop on 

Taiko drumming. 

Developing 

confidence in 

using a range of 

musical contexts.
Developing 

knowledge and 

understanding of 

the music 

elements 
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Hooks and Riffs

Jazz Improvisation

New Directions
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What techniques 
do composers 
use to change 
an original idea?

Music

Independent project on 

a topic of choice:

Performing, Composing 

or Listening And 

Appraising 

Learning about the 

structure of 12 Bar 

Blues and developing 

improvisation skills.

20th Century Music -
Developing 

understanding of 

Minimalism, Aleatoric  

Composing techniques 

Exploring Repeated 

Musical patterns: 

Hooks and Riffs  

through Western 

Classical and 

Popular Music 

Year 8 Musical

An opportunity for all 

pupils to get involved 

with producing the 

musical. 
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